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Roles and Prospects of Small Island States in BBNJ
International Legislation

Abstract: The process of international legislation on the conservation and
sustainable use of marine biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction
(BBNJ) is an important milestone in the evolution of global ocean governance by
law, and it is also a process of gradual construction and improvement of BBNJ in-
ternational legal order in the benefit gambling of major state actors. As an emerg-
ing power in global ocean governance, small island states have actively participat-
ed in BBNIJ international legislation and played a role far beyond their strength.
The BBNJ Agreement provides international legal support and development opportu-
nities for small island states to enhance their status as global actors and institution-
al discursive power. Faced with many capacity gaps, cognitive limitations and un-
certain challenges, it is a feasible way for small island states to further participate
in and promote the construction process of BBNIJ international rules by promoting
the integration of national interests and international interests in a diversified paths
and strengthening the transformation from participation to influence.

Key words: small island states; BBNJ Agreement; international legislation;

occan governance
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