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Accurately Grasping the Concept of Foreign-Related Rule
of Law to Promote the Domestic Rule of Law and
Foreign-Related Rule of Law in a Coordinated Manner

Abstract: The concept of “foreign-related rule of law”or “rule of law con-
cerning foreign affairs” is an important innovative development in the theory and
practice of socialist rule of law with Chinese characteristics, and highlights the im-
portant role of strengthening foreign-related rule of law in the overall strategy of
governing the country by law. It also puts forward a new subject for the re-
search of the rule of law. To correctly understand the concept of “foreign-related
rule of law”, we should trace back to its source, and clarify the relationship be-
tween “domestic rule of law”and “foreign-related rule of law”, and further its re-
lationship with “international rule of law”. The time logic of “foreign-related rule
of law” is to make overall plans for the “two overall situations” at home and
abroad and to promote the rule of law in an all-round way. The cognitive leap
from “socialist legal system” to “socialist rule of law” lays down the theoretical
foundation. It is clear that national governance and international governance, na-
tional rule of law and international rule of law belong to two independent and
different categories in terms of governance and legal systems, but they are interre-
lated, influencing each other and blending each other. As a foreign-related part of
the national rule of law, foreign-related rule of law plays a role of bridge and
link between national rule of law and international rule of law. It is necessary to
advance both the domestic rule of law and the foreign-related rule of law in a
coordinated manner, to accelerate the layout of rule of law concerning foreign af-
fairs, so as to better safeguard China’s core national interests of sovereignty, secu-
rity and development, and promote the building of a community with a shared fu-
ture for mankind.

Key words: Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law;domestic rule of law;

foreign-related rule of law;international rule of law
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