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Milestone of China’s Foreign Relations Legislation:
Historical Background, Great Significance, System
Integration, Inheritance and Innovation of the Law on

Foreign Relations of the People’s Republic of China

Abstract: The enactment of the Law on Foreign Relations of the People’s
Republic of China, the first fundamental and comprehensive foreign relations
law, is a significant achievement in implementing Xi Jinping Thought on Social-
ism with Chinese Characteristics in the New Era in the field of foreign affairs,
which insists on promoting the domestic rule of law and foreign-related rule of
law in a coordinated manner, and enhances the level of the rule of law in exter-
nal affairs. It is also a great progress in speeding up the strategic layout of for-
eign-related legislation, improving the foreign-related legal system, and enhanc-
ing the systematization, integrity, coordination and timeliness of foreign-related
legislation. This law has distinct Chinese characteristics and the features of the
times, forming a basic legal framework of “one system with two wings” from
the macro-level design, and building a supporting system with “four beams and
eight pillars” from the micro-level. It not only fully embodies the consistency of
adhering to the path of socialism with Chinese characteristics, but also is full of
the significance of keeping pace with the times, maintaining the solid foundation
and innovative development by effectively responding to risks and challenges
with the rule of law thinking and the way of the rule of law. It can be regard-
ed as the systematic integration and inheritance and innovation work of China’s
foreign relations legislation. And it is indeed a milestone in the history of Chi-
na’s legislation concerning foreign-related affairs.

Key words: foreign relations; law on foreign relations; foreign-related rule

of law; foreign-related legislation
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