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On the Role of the International Seabed Authority in
Resources Exploitation Mechanism in the Area:
Perspective Based on the Law of International

Organizations

Abstract: As an independent international organization for the implementa-
tion of the regime of the Area, the International Seabed Authority has a mission
to represent mankind in exercising their rights to the Area and its resources, but
its role in resources exploitation mechanism in the Area is still unclear. From the
perspective of the law of international organizations, judging from the duties, prin-
ciples of action and the allocation of powers of the main organs of the Interna-
tional Seabed Authority, the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea has positioned the International Seabed Authority as an ideal almighty, the
Agreement Relating to the Implementation of Part XI of the United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea broke the almighty fantasy of the International
Seabed Authority and made it more streamlined; From the view of the process of
formulating regulations by the International Seabed Authority and the content of
exploration regulations and exploitation regulations, the International Seabed Author-
ity is exploring power both vertically and horizontally and seeking an appropriate

role orientation. In the era of exploitation in the Area, the role of the Internation-
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al Seabed Authority in resources exploitation mechanism in the Area should be a
sharer with execution, and the execution is at least reflected in refining the bene-
fit sharing rules and in the clear division of labor within the International Seabed
Authority.

Key words: international seabed area; exploitation mechanism; International

Seabed Authority; law of international organizations
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