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The 40th Anniversary of the Opening for Signature of
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea:

Retrospect and Prospect

Abstract: This year marks the 40th anniversary of the opening for signature
of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and the
28th anniversary of its entry into force. This paper firstly outlines the main
motivations for the United Nations General Assembly to convene the Third United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea and to formulate UNCLOS. Secondly,
this paper analyzes the great significance, main content and implementation status
of UNCLOS, also points out its historical limitations and the new challenges it
is facing at present. Thirdly, the article envisages a future in which China’ s
practice and the development of UNCLOS are mutually reinforcing.

Key words: UNCLOS; United Nations conference on the law of the sea;

the history of the international law of the sea; global ocean governance
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