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(D Hersch Lauterpacht, The Function of International Law in the International Community 166 (Ox-
ford University Press 2011).

@  See Sara McLaughlin Mitchell & Andrew P. Owsiak, Judicialization of the Sea: Bargaining in the
Shadow of UNCLOS, 115 American Journal of International Law 1 (2021).

3 See Martti Koskenniemi, From Apology to Utopia 12 (Cambridge University Press 2005).
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(2 See Antonio Cassese, Towards a Moderate Monism: Could International Rules Eventually Acquire
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of International Law 188 (Oxford University Press 2012).
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The Epochal Essence of the Function of International
Law under Profound Changes Unseen in a Century

Abstract: Effective realization and improvement of international law’s func-
tions are basic propositions in theory and practice in a time of profound changes
unseen in a century. General functions of law underpin the functionality of interna-
tional law, whose basic contents include maintaining peace, preventing illegal re-
sort to force, promoting international cooperation, constructing policy coordination
mechanism, promoting community identity and realizing community interests. The
emergence and development of international law, which is the normative founda-
tion of adjusting international relations and constructing international order, is deep-
ly influenced by the reality of international relations. Under profound changes un-
seen in a century, the structure of the international community is increasingly di-
versified, the demand for governance is becoming more and more complicated,
and the legal relations of the international community is always in the state of
turbulence. From the perspective of reality, international law presents a new func-
tional orientation as an important carrier for building national identity, a “ballast
stone” for maintaining the stability of international order, a “gap-filler” for global
governance deficits, and an important medium for international legal struggles. Chi-

na should fully explore the functions of international law by coordinating the con-
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tents and methods of applying international law, promoting the mutual support be-
tween international law and domestic law, exploring ways to make up for the lim-
itations of the functions of international law, and correctly handling the relation-
ship between carrying on its past achievements and making innovation in interna-
tional law. These efforts can constantly improve China’s ability and level of ap-
plying international law so as to effectively respond to various challenges and
risks as well as to promote the transformation of the global governance system.
Key words: function of international law; function of law; international rela-

tions; international order; international rule of law
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