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Concept of International Rule of Law in Xi Jinping Thought
on the Rule of Law

Abstract: The concept of international rule of law in Xi Jinping Thought
on the Rule of Law derives from The Theory of Socialism with Chinese Char-
acteristics, The Theory of Major-country Diplomacy with Chinese Characteris-
tics, modern international law theories and traditional Chinese culture excel-
lence. Its core philosophy is the proposition of building the community of a
shared future for mankind. Its connotations include eight aspects as follows: na-
tional sovereignty concept, national security concept, national interest concept,
international system concept, international peace concept, international coopera-
tion concept, global governance concept and comprehensive development con-
cept. Under the guidance of The Thought, China has actively practiced and up-
held the international rule of law, adhered to multilateralism, and promoted the
resolution of global challenges and international problems. This Concept has
inherited and developed China’s international law policy and practice, which
contributes to the international community’s growing recognition of China as a
stable, predictable and trustworthy defender, builder and contributor to the inter-
national legal order, but also increases China’s discourse and influence in inter-
national legal affairs and in consequence China’s propositions and initiatives
have received a wider attention of the international community. As the synthe-
sizer of China’s ideas and thoughts of international rule of law, the concept
of international rule of law in Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law is con-
ducive not only to promoting the democratization and legalization in internation-
al relations, but also to enhancing peace and security of the international com-
munity. It contributes to promote the realization of international cooperation
and win-win situation, and helps to advance the universality and inclusiveness
of international law as well.

Key words: Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law; international rule

of law; the community of a shared future for mankind; global governance
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