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Principle and Flexibility:A Research on China’s Participation in

the Use of Force Authorized by the Security Council

Abstract: As one of the permanent members of the UN Security Council
and an important member in the international society, China is closely in-
volved in the use of force authorized by the Security Council, and had partici-
pated in some of decisions and actions. By reviewing China's participation in

the use of force authorized by the security council, this article holds that Chi-
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na’s position and actions are both with principle and flexibility. The principle
means that China always adheres to the principles while participating in the au-
thorization of the security council and maintains a more cautious stance. Flexi-
bility, refers to China’s political wisdom and diplomatic skills, pragmatic and
“case-by-case” approach. China wants to balance both. It is veasonable China
makes decisions by combining its actual situation with the change of interna-
tional situation to make decisions, in a more responsible attitude to the UN Se-
curity Council’s duty to maintain international peace and security, is quite rea-
sonable. However, China's participation is still insufficient, and it is difficult to
safeguard China's national interests and the common interests of the internation-
al society actively. Given the requivemerts of the Community of Shared Future
for Mankind, China needs to balance principle and flexibility better in future
acfions.

Key words: The use of force authorized by the UN Security Council;

the UN collective security mechanism; International security governance
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